
 
 
 
 
10 tips for buying a second-hand car!  
 
What to watch out for at a second-hand car dealer? 
 
 

1. Do all cars have new TÜV-certificates?  
 

yes/no 

2. Does your car dealer offer any kind of warranty with their 
second-hand cars, for example the Car-Garante?  
 

yes/no 

3. Does your dealer sell his own cars only or is he acting as a 
broker for other dealers?  
 

yes/no 

4. What is your first impression of the exhibition ground and  
the second-hand cars offered there? Does everything look 
neat and well looked-after to you?  
 

yes/no 

5. Ask your dealer for permission to check the second-hand    
car of your choice through an independent expert service, 
such as Dekra, TÜV, GTÜ or others. If your car-dealer gives 
you permission he probably has nothing to hide.  
 

yes/no 

6. Does your car dealer offer you a replacement vehicle if the 
car you buy from him needs to be repaired in his garage? 
 

yes/no 

7. Does your car dealer cooperate with a respectable financing 
bank? 

yes/no 

8. Does your car dealer offer you a test-drive? yes/no 

9. Does your car dealer take your current car for trade-in? yes/no 

10. Does your car dealer guarantee that every car is completely 
and thoroughly checked before delivery? 

yes/no 

 
 
 
 
 
 


